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Soldier Says Thanks to CHHS Cheerleaders

Girls Sent Care Packages to Army Unit in Afghanistan

By Scott Price
STAFF WRITER

The Colleyville Heritage
High School cheerleaders
sent care packages to soldiers
in November, and recently
one of those soldiers returned
from Afghanistan and per-
sonally thanked the cheer-
leaders.

Army Sgt. Ben Rogers,
who is the cousin of CHHS
cheerleader Lauren Hensel,
visited April 9 to say the sol-
diers appreciated the nine
boxes of gifts. The items sent
included magazines, comedy
DVDs, beef jerky, mints,
gum, candy and other items.

“We sent it before Christ-
mas, and those guys were
going to be there for Christ-
mas,” said Colleyville resi-
dent Patty Hensel, Rogers’
aunt. “We wanted to show our
support for them.”

Hensel said she talked to
CHHS cheerleading coaches
Laura Silva and Courtney
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Army Sgt. Ben Rogers visited Colleyville Heritage High School in April to thank students for care packages sent
He has since returned to duty in that country.

to soldiers deployed in Afghanistan.

Dennie, and both thought the
packages were a good idea.
Hensel said because, she had
a nephew in the Army, it was
agreed the packages would be
sent to his outfit.

Some of the girls put items

in the boxes, which other girls
decorated. They also made a
banner with “Colleyville
Cheerleaders Care” that ev-
ery girl signed with a note.

The CHHS Booster Club
paid for the items.

GRAPEVINE HIGH SCHOOL FILLIES DANCE TEAM
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The Grapvine High School Fillies Varsity Dance Team recently received top honors in the Super Team category
(50 + members) and an outstanding overall recognition at the M.A. Dance National Competition at the Fort
Worth Convention Center. More than 100 groups competed in the contest. The Fillies were also recognized for
scoring the highest in their division and being among the highest-scoring teams at the contest. For their first
place finishes in the Team Modern, Team Hip Hop and Team Pom performances, the group was named National

Category Champion.

The boxes were taken to an
Air Force drop-off location
on Nov. 17. The items were
received by the soldiers about
two weeks later, well before
Christmas.

Rogers joined the Army at
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The Colleyville Heritage High School Cheerleaders.

18 after graduating from high
school in Plano. After serving
two years locally, he deployed
to Afghanistan.

He returned in April on
two-week leave, but is now
back in Afghanistan, Hensel
said.

The cheerleaders asked
Rogers ifany girls were on his
base, Hensel said. Rogers
told them no, because women
are not allowed on the front
lines.

“It was a pretty eye-open-
ing experience for the girls,”
Hensel said. “All the moms
told me the girls went home
and said, “You won’t believe
what we did today.””

Hensel said she and her two
daughters went to Dallas/Fort
Worth Airport to see Rogers
off. He hasfour more months
in Afghanistan.

“It was pretty emotional,”
she said.

suutnieke New Home Tour

Saturday 10am to 6pm ¢ Sunday 12noon to 6pm

2016 Vail 2004 Estes Park

2005 Estes Park $1,050,000

$899,900 $829,000 M 634 Castle Rock  $1,265,000

Don Kidwell
Custom Homes
approx. 4700 sf

712 Castle Rock $939,900

Roque
Custom Homes
approx. 4626 sf

2105 Vail $929,000

ood
Custom Homes
approx. 5200 sf

912 Aspen Ridge  $1,139,000

Wedgw George Bennett

Custom Homes
approx. 5828 sf

2104 Cheyenne $1,075,000

V. Patrick Gray
Custom Homes
approx. 5624 sf

Starwood
Custom Homes
approx. 5972 sf

Harrell
Custom Homes
approx. 4993 sf

Tuscany American
Custom Homes
approx. 5141 sf

2116 Estes Park $959,900 M 809 Boulder $898,000 B 2004 Vail $849,000 M 774 Black Forest Ct. $995,900
Clairmark Doverwood Randall Garrett Harrell

Custom Homes
approx. 5700 sf

Custom Homes
approx. 5490 sf

Custom Homes
approx. 4930 sf

Custom Homes
approx. 5665 sf

Hat Creek Realty
(817) 329-0072

www.estesparkestates

Directions to Estes Park:
Exit Carroll off Hwy 114 go north.
Entrance to Estes on left side just
before Dove Road.
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